
 

 

Summer Quester 

The Quest log will be the same for all participants young and old.                                                                                             

Questing activities include but not limited to Reading and keeping a log, creating with your hands                                       

and discovering the riches of our community.   

When you complete your Quest Log, you will receive untold riches that you uncovered                                                            

and a bonus from  the Library for stirring your imaginations. 

Some programs have limits on class sizes.        Register by calling the Library at 724-846-4340 

June 2018 

LIBRARY VISION:  

To Inspire and Empower Lifelong Learning and the Exchange of Knowledge 

 

Dear Library Friend, 

You may have thought “We have internet, why do we need libraries?” Here's our answer!  Today's effective librar-
ies provide internet connectivity AND a range of resources and programming for all ages.  We're proud to say that 
our library offers a variety of resources and programming as well as books.  At the Carnegie Free Library of Beaver 
Falls, the implementation of our comprehensive plan is transforming our technology, programming, and re-
sources. 
 

With the rebuilding of library infrastructure of wiring, connectivity, and hardware, our new Knowledge Exchange 
Room will be able to run multiple media formats for a more engaged immersive learning experience and provide a 
strong wireless connection for your personal devices.  We've also extended our STEAM (Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, Arts and Math) programming, maker spaces, and reading-oriented school readiness programs to provide 
opportunities for area children to develop 21st century skills blending creativity and technology. And as a partner 
in education, we are promoting family literacy, bringing the library experience to local Head Starts, community 
housing developments, and incarcerated parents of young children. 
 

More than books, engaging users in other ways, the Library had its first installment of “Uncomfortable Conversa-
tions Speaker Series” which brought over 50 teens and adults together to discuss human trafficking; and for the 
fourth year in a row, the Library provided the venue for the Beaver Falls Community Development Corporation’s 
lecture series which was focused this year on the county's racial history and there were more than 300 attendees 
over its 3 sessions. Carnegie Free Library of Beaver Falls is a happening place. 
 

Did you know your library card grants you access to a wealth of resources on our website?  Included are online 
classes, downloadable books, full text magazines, and genealogy research.  Clearly our library is a valuable com-
munity resource, and we need YOUR support.  Every dollar we receive will allow us to improve and expand our 
available technology, continue developing partnerships in programming, and provide for the overall health of the 
building.   Please show your support by making a donation TODAY!  Feel free to use the enclosed card and enve-
lope OR visit www.cflbf.org and click the “Donate Now” button.  You can make a monthly, automatically recurring 
donation, or a one-time gift with a credit card.   
 

Your financial support is truly needed and will be sincerely appreciated.  Together we can continue to make amaz-
ing progress here in Beaver Falls! 

 
 

Ray Gutowski, Board President    Jean Ann Barsotti, MSLS, Director 

Where will it lead you? 

May 5th – August 4th 

  June 1—August 4th 
Questing Journal 

Ages 3 to 99 
Read, grow, discover and redeem  

Signups begin May 5th  
Redeem logs for prizes beginning July 21st 

 
June 11th – 14th 

Writing with Wende  
Ages 11 to 16 (Grades 6-11) 

1:00pm to 3:00pm 
Teens --Are you dying to write a good story? 

Learn the skills you need to write your story in this fun  
interactive 4 day workshop 

Class size is limited to 10 
 

June 25th –July 30th  
Puppet Play Experience 

5 to 7 year olds (Grades K-2) 
10:30am-11:30am 

Pursue the world of puppetry on Mondays.   
This is a 6 Week program  
Class size is limited to 10 

 
July 9th – July 30th 
Story Experience 

Ages 3 to 5 (Pre K to K) 
11:00am—11:45am 

Interact through stories and play every Monday 
Class size is limited to 15 

 
June 25th, July 9th & July 23rd 

Pop Up Quest Mondays 
Ages 8-10 (Grades 3rd-5th) 

1:00pm-2:00pm 
Maker programs.  Something to be discovered 

Class size is limited to 15 

June 13th 
Salvation Army Music Program 

Two groups:  Ages 5-8 (Grades K-3) and Ages 9 to 12 (Grades 4-7) 
10:30-11:30am 

Music exploration! Bucket drumming! 
Class size is limited to 30 

 

June 20th 
Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh 

5 to 10 year olds (Grades K-5) 
10:30am—11:30am 

It’s Electric! Learn to construct circuits and to combine with  
recycled materials to create motorized inventions. 

Class size is limited to 20 
 

June 27th 
Carnegie Museum of Natural History 

Ages 5 to 10 (Graded K to 5) 
10:30am-11:30am 

Dino Detectives!  Explore the prehistoric world of dinosaurs 
 with replica fossil specimens and activities. 

 Class Size is limited to 30 
 

July 11th 
Community Science Program 

Ages 3 to 8 (Pre-K to 3rd grades) 
12:30pm- 1:30pm 

Exploration about bats with Joe Schneider followed  
by a t-shirt craft 

Class size is limited to 50 
 

July 18th 
Community Garden 

Ages 3-99 Family Engagement! 
10:30am-11:30am 

Digging into plants; family fun for all ages 
Class size is limited to 30  

http://www.cflbf.org


UNCOMFORTABLE CONVERSATION SPEAKER SERIES 

How do you start a conversation with your loved ones about harmful 
situations or how to handle yourself in hazardous situations?  That 
question spurred an idea to have Uncomfortable Conversations 
Speaker Series at the library.  On March 14th, over 50 teens and 
adults came together to listen, learn and continue the conversation 
about Human Trafficking.   Two concurrent sessions were held.  The 
presenter for the Tweens & Teens age group was Brenda Lutz, a rep-
resentative from Shared Hope while the Adult presentation was led by Sister Jeanette Bussin, 
Co-Chair of Beaver County Human Anti-Trafficking Coalition.  Additional community organiza-
tions and experts were on hand for a panel discussion which included Andrea Cottom-
Anderson from Standing in the Gap, Ann Lewis, A Child’s Place , along with Retired D.A. An-
thony Berosh and Detective Bonnie Sedlacek.  An added feature to this event was with the 
help of Kevin Farkas from A Social Voice Project.   

He brought his team to take pictures and record the panel discussion for a podcast.  If you 
were not able to attend, you can listen to the podcast by going to 
www.thesocialvoiceproject.org/uncomfortable-conversations-speaker-series-podcast/ 

        From Summer Reading into  

          Summer Learning                                                                 

                              

Summer learning is an active approach to engage children in a positive, 
educational and mostly fun manner.  Last summer began the expansion 
into summer learning with more programming having a STEAM             
emphasis.  Our programs  are designed to engage creativity, collaboration 
and exploration, bringing joy to learning. By broadening the scope of the 
traditional summer reading program, we are drawing in children and 
youth who may not usually think of spending time in the library over the 
summer.  

The Library’s “Summer Quest” is a family fun, community wide event with 
activities around the county to be explored  and discovered.  It’s a great 
opportunity for parents join in the fun and to support their      children’s 
reading and writing skills.  See the back page for the full list of activities  
being offered.  Please note some class sizes are limited and registration is 
required.  Adults are also encouraged to participate in Summer Quest by 
registering and completing the Journal. Completed journals earn one of a 
variety of $5 gift cards to local businesses 

.                 Quest Starts May 5th. 

We are developing our programs and services to be relevant, dynamic, technolo-
gy-appropriate which are deliverable onsite and through outreach by skilled staff 
that fosters personnel and professional growth.”  Children’s Librarian, Christine 
Kroger shares her story about a new initiative to support the CFLBF’s Vision and 
transformation. 

Recognizing parent engagement as an important aspect of early literacy, the  
Library, through its partnership with the local area schools and Head Start        
centers, provides  engaging fun programming for parents to easily replicate.          
It is through our partnership with Trails Ministries, we learned that a good      
number of our  students have a parent who is experiencing incarceration.       
However,  incarceration does not need to stop a parent from reading with their 

child(ren) or from promoting early literacy activities.   

Realizing the need and the possibility that positive connection could make,  I approached Director Barsotti with the 
idea of a creative parent engagement program.  Tell Me A Tale: Prison-based Family Literacy Initiative provides a 
means to strengthen the role of incarcerated parents and help create positive connections with their children.  
Studies indicate that when kids and parents stay connected during incarceration, the children experience less     
anxiety and disruptive behaviors and the parents exhibit a decrease in recidivism rates.  

In January 2018, the Carnegie Free Library of Beaver Falls launched Tell Me A Tale: Prison-based Family Literacy 
Initiative, in partnership with the Beaver County Jail and supported by a grant from the Beaver County Bar          
Association.  This impactful reading program focuses on increasing the relationship  between inmates, returning 
citizens, and their families.  The program is modeled after several successful programs that are currently running 
throughout the nation.  The programs vary in scope but focus on the parent-child relationship that can be built 
through reading books together.   

Still in its early phase, Tell Me A Tale: Prison-based Family Literacy Initiative has been met with positive results.     
The program is available to qualifying male and female parents who are incarcerated at the Beaver County Jail      
and have children between the ages of 0- 8 years.   The program runs every month, and each group of parents 
attend three one-hour weekly sessions facilitated at the County Jail by Beaver Falls.  During these sessions, I teach 
parents about the importance of early literacy practices on their children’s brain development and simple ways to 
implement these practices now and when they return home.  The initiative also allows parents to be recorded    
reading a book to their child(ren).  A DVD of the parent and a copy of the book is then sent to the child to help 
bridge the gap during the time of incarceration.  

In my observation through pre- and post- session surveys and through interactions with the families, the parents 
who have participated in the program shared how the ability to connect with their children and to be able to    
“show their care” felt truly significant and meaningful”. 

                                                                              

We are using something new on our     

letterhead. The picture of the library has 

been replace with a rendition of the     

beautiful stain glass window that adorns 

the front entrance of the library.   

Besides the columns, it is an identifying  

feature of the building.  Around the        

window are the names of authors,           

scientists, philosophers and thinkers, which 

like our mission, inspires and empowers 

lifelong learning and the exchange of 

knowledge.  Let our new logo inspire you to 

step into the library and be part of the 

transformation.  

Save the date 

Clutches for Carnegie  

Designer Purse Bash 

Sunday October 21st  

 Shakespeare’s Restaurant 

Doors open at 12:30pm 

Seniors for  Safe Driving 

 Over 55?  Get a          

discount on your car             

insurance by partici-

pating in a driver’s safe-

ty course.  Seniors for Safe Driving and the     

Library are partners  to help you refresh your 

driving techniques, regain lost confidence, and                

develop a positive driving attitude. Next class 

will be Saturday, Sept 15th.  For more               

information or to register call 800-559-4880 or 

online at  www.seniorsforsafedriving.com 

10th Anniversary  Beaver Falls                

Community Crime 

Watch Day 

Sat. August 4th                                                  
5:30pm to 9:00pm          

Learn Anything. Learn Anytime. Learn Anywhere 

Sure you can find it on the internet but do you really trust some of 

those sites?  Your library card gives you access  7/24, to a wealth of 

high quality resources whether its in books, magazines or even the 

classroom.   One resource to peak your curiosity is Universal Class.  It 

has hundreds of courses facilitated by dedicated instructors.  Go at 

your own pace verify your progress and receive grades for CEUs.   

 

 

 

New Logo and New Website 

You may have noticed in our donation request letter, you 

are asked to go to www.CFLBF.org to make an online        

donation.  This is the new website dedicated to the         

library’s continued communication about the comprehen-

sive plan and transformation providing a 21st century    

library experience. 

The site shares the story of the comprehensive plan,          

offers ways to get involved and learn more about various 

programs offered.  Www.beaverlibraries.org/

beaverfalls.asp is still active and is linked to the CFLBF.org 

site. 

Want to know more about your relatives?  Your library 

card provides you with free  access to Ancestry.com.  Stop 

in and explore your heritage 


